[opening reflection to be written on front of order in  a box]
Why are you here?

Maybe you are here because you recognise in your own story

a greater story

one spoken since the beginning of time

by prophets, preachers and peacemakers

a story where god calls the world 

into liberation and wholeness.

Maybe you are here because you have glimpsed

a moment of love that is beyond human reach

the grace that lies just beyond our finger tips

that transforms the ugly into breathtaking

the impossible into the real

Maybe you are here, not defined by faith

but with a deep conviction

that the ending to everyone’s story is yet to be written

and can be shaped into life by justice and compassion.

Maybe you are here, no longer sure whether you belong

or how any of this makes a difference

struggling to remember the vision that inspired you

or the call that now eludes you.

You are welcome…
Call to Worship

Welcome

Opening prayer

There is a time for celebrating,

and this is that time.

There is a time for mourning,

and this is that time.

There is a time for confessing,

and this is that time.

There is a time for dreaming,

and this is that time.

God, we bring our stories to this place tonight

and we wait to be held by yours.

We bring our faithfulness:

shape it with grace

We bring our success:

shape it with generosity

We bring our weaknesses:

shape them with compassion

We bring our possibilities:

shape them with hope.

We confess, God, that the way is hard

and we are tired.

Speak into our tiredness with your story of grace

We confess that the way is unclear

and we do not know the path

Speak into our wandering with your story of vision

We confess that we are tired of waiting

and we just want to make it happen

Speak into our impatience with your story of wisdom

Let your story be our story

and we pray this in Jesus’ name

Amen.

Bible Reading: Isaiah 43:18-22 [NRSV]
Meditation
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Reflection
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Communion:
Invitation

The Story

Prayer

… and look,

you prepare a table for us

offering not just bread, not just wine

but your very self

so that we may be filled, forgiven,

healed, blessed and made new again.

You are worth all our pain and all our praise.

So now, in gratitude,

we join our voices to those of the church on earth and in heaven:

ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

[Prayer continues…]

Breaking the bread

Celebrant:

Among friends, gathered round a table

Jesus took bread, broke it and said,

‘This is my body,

it is broken for you.’

And later he took the cup of wine and said,

‘This is the new relationship with God,

made possible because of my death.

Take this – all of you – to remember me.’

All: 

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world,

grant us your peace.

Celebrant: 

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Communion is shared

[Please move to the front as you are ready to receive communion]

Share the peace

Meditation concludes
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Sending out

