Alt Worship Project Report 2008

The Alternative Worship Project has been part of the Synod for the last 3 1/2 years, and each year has been marked by significant changes and moves. The three stories below give a tiny snapshot of what’s happening. For a far broader picture, we hope you’ll visit the project website.

August 2007 saw a group of 7 people from Victoria join a small group from NSW to travel to Greenbelt festival, and then around the UK. We spent time in conversation with people who were developing new forms of Christian communities in different contexts. The benefits of the trip were many – it gave the chance to experience a number of unique communities, and to have in-depth conversations with people about how those communities were shaped; to hear the ethos, the process and the directions they will be heading in from here. The trip opened up possibilities that were previously unimaginable. Another group will be doing a similar trip this year, and we envisage that it may become a regular event that people from around the Synod will participate in. The flow of information hasn’t only gone one way; we’ve also hosted many visits from people from overseas who are researching new forms of worship and community here. Alternative worship is a fairly new phenomenon in Australia. Interactions like this give us courage and momentum.

This year has seen us become more regular and intentional about creating sacred spaces and installations in the basement carpark of the Synod office. This has proved to be a fantastic venue for exploring the meeting place for spirituality and post-modern culture. As a by-product, the fairly random and eclectic group of collaborators who create these spaces have just begun meeting monthly in a pub in Northcote, to become more intentional about exploring spirituality together. This has been an interesting story of how community can be formed within a post-modern context, and has thrown into question the assumption we've previously made, that we should form community first, and then create worship or action out of that. We’ve found we’re reaching a different kind of group by doing these spaces: those who are alienated or disenfranchised, who through the process of collaboration and creativity are finding a common space and trust. 

This year I’ve continued working with chaplains to create liturgies and resources for worship in prison. This is expanding over the next 12 months. In June, a book of liturgies and reflections, including many of the liturgies created for use in prison, was published by Proost, a UK publisher. It’s available for sale at Unichurch Books.

